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200 Best

Sure, the La Quinta Arts Festival broke into the top 10 for the first time 
last year, but that doesn’t mean the organizers of California’s highest-
ranked show are ready to rest on their laurels. This time, the event jumped 
into the top 3, which will come as no surprise to those who consider it to 
be one of the nation’s best.

Exhibitors’ adoration can be partly attributed to the affluent crowds and 
beautiful location, but what it really comes down to is sales. This year, no 
voters reported revenue under $5,000, and a few did at least double that 
number. Per a 2012 auditor, “[The] right customers attend this show.”

However, artists and artisans who are talented and lucky enough to jury 
into one of the event’s 200-plus spots should be mindful of the 20-percent 
commission that accompanies the booth fee. At least exhibitors can take heart 
knowing that they’ve helped a good cause: Proceeds from the commission 
help fund the La Quinta Arts Foundation, which provides enrichment 
opportunities for adults and art education for elementary school students.
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Like this year’s #1 show, the One of a Kind Show & Sale has also moved 
up the charts over the past half decade. After earning the #8 position 
last year, the Chicago giant has now risen another six spots for its best 
ranking to date, and it will doubtlessly be a top contender in 2014.

 And a giant it is. Held on one floor of downtown Chicago’s vast 
Merchandise Mart, the four-day event boasts plenty of room for 
approximately 50,000 patrons to peruse the work of 600 exhibitors. 
Show-goers aren’t just there to look, though; they’re there to spend. All 
subscribers who voted for the 2012 edition took in at least $5,000, and 
approximately 25 percent cleared the $10,000 mark.

In part, those envious totals are made possible by the festival’s 
positioning in early December when many consumers are on the hunt 
for perfect holiday gifts. To make that shopping as easy as possible, the 
show features a clear, simple layout and a detailed program, creating an 
experience that feels easy and luxurious despite its mammoth size.
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